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0 tht Men. would. praiſe the Lo D for bis 
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FT HERE is ſcarce any he of Religion more 


commonly neglected, or mo 1 htly per- 
formed, than — of Praiſe — erke 
bg. The Senſe of our Wants puts us upon beg- 
ging Favours from Gop, and the Conſciouſneſs of 
our Sins conſtrains us to deprecate his Wrath; thus 
Intereſt and Self- love ſend us to our Prayers. But 
Alas] how ſmall a Part hath an ingenuous Gratitude 
in our Devotion ? How ſeldom are we ſerious and 
" A 2. N * 
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hearty.in our Acknowledgments of the divine 
Bounty? The ſlender Returns of this Nature which 
we make, are many Times a formal Ceremony, a 
Preface to uſher in our Petitions for what we want, 
rather than any fincere Expreſſion of our thankful 
Acknowledgment for what we have received, Far 
different was the Temper of the holy Pſalmiſt, whoſe 
affectionate Acknowledgments of the Goodneſs and 
Bounty of God, in the chearful Celebration of his 

Praiſe, make up a conſiderable Part of his divine and 
rauiſhing Songs. How often do we find him exciting 
and diſpoſing himſelf to join Voice, and Hand, an- 
Heart together in this holy and delightful 22 
al 


- 


ment? (a) “ Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul: an 
_« that is within me, bleſs his holy Name. (5) My 
« Heart is fixed, O Gor, my Heart is fixed: J 
will ſing and give Praiſe. Awake up my Glory, 
„ awake Pſaltery and Harp: I myſelf will awake 
right early.“ And being conſcious of his own 
_ Inſufficiency for the Work, he inviteth others unto 
it, calling in the whole Creation to aſſiſt him: (c) 
O ſing unto the Lord a new Song: Sing unto 
e the Lord all the Earth. Give unto the Lord, O0 
« ye Kindreds of the People, give unto the Lord 


* Glory and Strength. Praiſe (4d) ye the Lord. 
C Praiſe ye the Lord from the Heavens: Praiſe him 
cc in the Heights, Praiſe him, ye Sun and Moon: 

© Praiſe him, all ye Stars of Light. Mountains 
4 and all Hills, fruitful Trees, and all Cedars, 
© Beaſts, and all Cattle; creeping Things, and 
„ flying Fowls. (e) Bleſs the Lord all his Works, 
44 in all Places of his Dominion.” Many ſuch figu- 


(e) Pfal. ch. . (8) Pgl. L. 2, 3. 
| 9 Pſal. xcvi. 1, 7. (ad) Pfal. cxtviii- 2, Ce. 


e bn. cu. 22. | | 
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 rative Expreſſions occur, and Allowance muſt be 
made for the poetical Strain: But in the Text we 
have a proper and paſſ anate,Wiſh,.. « O;that Men 
00 would praiſe the Lord,“ en 8 
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O that Men,“ | gp Man is the ** — 9 
— this lower World, by whom all the go Acad rope? 
Service of the other Creatures, is te be paid to their 
common Lor and Maker: « God (7) hath, made 
him to have Dominion over the Works of bis 
Hands: He has put all Things under his Feet. 
.« All Sheep, and Oxen; yea and the Beaſt of the 
. Field, the Fowl of the Air, and the Fiſh. of the 
.« Sea, and, whatſoever paſſeth through the Paths of 
e the Seas.” And the divine Bounty in maintain- 
ing of theſe poor Creatures redoundeth unto-him 3. 
and therefore, it is highly reaſonable that he ſhould. 
pay the Tribute of Praiſe for them, who are not. 
5 to kn their Dependence on Gop, or their 
N unto him. (g) „The young Lions 

« are 7 to roar, and ſeek their Meat from Gon. 
4 (5) The young Ravens do cry. unto him. But 
theſe are only the Complaints of languiſhing Na- 
we, heard and relieved by;the. Gow of ature ;, but: 
not directly and particularly addreſſed to him. Man 
alone is capable. to entertain Communion with 


Gop, tg, know his Goadnels,- rag celebrate his 
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O that Men. would W : 1 9173 
is the Acknowledgment of the Goodneſs; and Ex- 
cellency of a Perſon; and though, the Deſire of it 
in us, who have nothing of our own but Folly and 
Sin, and whoſe beſt Performances have a miſerable 
Alloy of adherent: Corruption, be a blameable. Va- 
Ah and Freſumption 3 1 rot it is highly m 


Y Pal. viii. 6, Se. Cn Pal, cv. 21, ; 
{b) Job XXX VL, 41. 8 4 
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ſonable for Gop, who is the Author and Fountain 
of all Good, to require and expect it from his Crea. 
- tures. He hath made this great World as a Tem- 
ple for his Honour, and it ſhould continually reſound 
with his Praife. It is true, all the Praifes of Men 
and Angels can add nothing to his Happineſs and 
. Glory; yet there is a Fitnefs and Congruity in the 

Thing, and it is our Happineſs as well as our Dut 
to perform it; for (i) © it is good to ſing Praiſes 
„ to our GoD; for it is pleaſant, and Praiſe is 
„ comely.” This is the bleſſed Employment of 
the holy Ones above; and if we ever taſte the Plea- 
ſures of Heaven upon Earth, it is then, when our 
Souls are raviſhed with an overflowing Senſe of the 
divine Goodneſs, and our Mouths are filed with. his. 


8 Praiſe. . , 


„ © that Men would praiſe the Lok p for his 
« Goodneſs.” Al the Attributes of Gop deſerve 
our Þigheſt Praiſe ; Power, Wiſdom, and Good- 

neſs, are all one in him; but as we have different 

+Conceptions ef theſe, Goognefs is that lovely At- 
tribute which doth peeuliarly attract our Affection, 
and exeite our Praiſe. Our Love to Gop doth not 
ſo much flow from the Conſideration of his Great- 
neſs, whereby he'can;do whatever he will, as from 
the Conſideration ef His Goodneſs, that he always 

- willeth what is beft; that his almighty Power hat 
infinite Wiſdom to regulate it, and unſpeakable 
Bounty to actuate and exert it. | 

« O that Men would praiſe the Lox for bis 
« Goodneſs; and for his wonderful Works to the 
„ Children of Men.“ The divine Goodneſs doti 
ſpread and extend itſelf over all the Parts of the 
Vniverſe, and embraceth the whole Creation in its. 
Arms: It not only diſplayeth itſelf moſt illuftriouly 

bh re. cb. . 8 2 
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on the Ground. The Beaſts of the Field, and the 
Fowls of the Air, and the Fiſhes of the Sea, and 
the innumerable Swarms of little Inſects, which we 


can hardly diſcern with our Eyes, are all Subjects 


of that almighty Care: By Him they are brought 
forth into the World ; by Him. they are furniſhed 
with Proviſion ſuitable- fos them: © Theſe (4) all 


« wait upon thee,” fays the: Pſalmiſt, © that thou 


| « mayeſt give them their Meat in due Seaſon ; that 
« thou.giveſt them they gather: Thou openeſt thy 
« Hand, they are filled with Good.“ But here, to 


excite us to Thankfulneſs, he makes Choice of an 


Inſtance, wherein we ourſelves are more nearly con- 
* cerned, and exhorteth to praife, the LorD for his 


« wonderful Works to the Children of Men. Ie 


the Goodneſs of Gon to the holy Angels be above 
our Reach, and his Bounty to the inferior Creatures 
be below our Notiee, yet ſure we muſt he infinitely 


dull if we do not obſerve his Dealings with our-. 
ſelves, and thoſe of our Kind. As our Intereſt 


maketh us more ſenſible of this, ſo Gratitude doth 


oblige- us to 2 more particular Acknowledgment | 


TT 


Thus you have the Meaning and Importance of - 


the Text. I know not how we can better employ 
the reſt of the Time, than ay ſuggetting to. your 
Meditations particular Inſtances of his Goodneſs, 
and of- © his wonderful Works to. the Children of 
« Men.” Let us then reflect on the Works both 
of Creation and Providence; let us confider in 


what a goodly and well furniſhed World he hath 
placed us; how © he hath ſtretched out the Hea- . 
 * vens as à Curtain, over our Heads, and therein IE 


% '$ 


(k) Pal: civ. 27». Es | 
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tothe neden Inhabitants of the Regions above, but 
reacheth alſo to the meaneſt Worm that crawleth - 
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& hath ſet a Tabernacle for the Sun, which, as 2 
_. univerſal Lamp, enlighteneth all the Inhabitants 
of the Earth; i his going forth is from the End 
of the Heaven, his Circuit to the Ends thereof, 
4 and there is nothing hid from his Heat:“ In the 
Morning he ariſeth, and makes the Darkneſs flee 
before him, and diſcovereth all the Beauty and 
Luſtre of Things; and truly © the Light is ſweet, 
and a pleaſant Thing it is for the Eyes to behold 
the Sun.“ Nor is it leſs uſeful and advantageous 
for directing our Ways, and ordering our, ſeveral 
_  Employments: (2) „Man goeth forth to his Work, 
ec and to his Labour, until the Evening. He maketh 
« Darkneſs, and it is Night. The Curtains are 
drawn, and all Things: huſht into Silence, that 
Man may enjoy the more quiet Repoſe; and yet, 
. to leſſen the Horror of Darkneſs, and lighten ſuch 
as are obliged to travel in the Night, while the Sun 
is enlightening. another Part of the World, we 
=  _ have the Moon and Stars to ſupply his Room. 0 
8 « giye Thanks unto the LoRD, for he is good: 
8 cc For his Mercy endureth for ever. To Him that 
. by Wiſdom made the Heavens: For his, Cc. 
„ The Moon and Stars to rule by Night: For his, 
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__- 8 "6 Ec,” 1 . | . 
| I Again, how wonderfully hath he furniſhed this 
lower World for our Maintenance and Accommo- 
"dation! (m) e The Heaven, even the Heaven, of 
& Heavens. are the Loxn's, but the Earth hath he 
.« given to the Children of Men. (2) He hath 


& l 


I „„ Fwd, - iS, \ x 3 >.>, „ | 
„ made us to have Dominion over all the Works 
#3 
20 


« of his Hands; he hath put all Things under our 
of the Field, the Fowls of the Air, the Fiſh of | 


my 
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0) Pfal. civ. 23 () Pſal. cxv. 16. 
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d the Sea, and whatſoever paſſeth through | the 
« Paths of the Sea.“ . By the Art and Induſtry of - 


Man the ſwifteſt Fowls are caught, the fierceſt 
Creatures are tamed, the ſtrongeſt Beaſts are over- 
come, and all made ſerviceable unto him. The 
Horſe helpeth our Journey both with Speed and 
Eaſe ; the Oxen labour the Ground for us; Sheep 
' afford us Meat and Cloathsz from the Bowels of 
the Earth we dig Fuel, Metals, and Stones, which 
are {till the more plentiful, as they are uſeful and 


| advantageous to us; thoſe Stones which ſerve for : 
building are almoſt every where ready at Hand, 


whereas Rubies and Diamonds, and other ſuch glit- 
tering Trifles, are found but. in a few Places of the 
World, and gotten with a great deal of Toil; and 
| to what Hardſhip would all Sorts of Artificers be 
put, if Iron was as ſcanty as Gold? The Surface 
of the Earth yieldeth “ Graſs-for the Cattle, and 


„ Herb for the Service of Man, and Wine that 


© maketh glad the Heart of Man, and Bread 
| © that ſtrengtheneth Man's Heart.” Theſe it af- 
fordeth unto us from Time to Time; and while 
ve are ſpending the Productions of one Year, Gen 


is providing for us againſt" another. There is no 
{mall 45 of Seaſons and Influences, which con- 


cur for the Production of that Corn, which we mur- 


mur ſo much for when we want, and value ſo little 


when it doth abound. The Winter Cold muſt tem- 


per and prepare the Earth; the gentle Spring muſt _ 


cheriſh and ferment the Seed; Vapours muſt be 
raſed and condenſed into Clouds, and'then ſqueezed 
out and ſifted into little Drops, to water and refreſh 
the Ground; and then the Summer Heat muſt ripen 
and digeſt the Corn before it be fit to be cut down : 


(0) « Thou viſiteſt the Earth,” faith the Plalmift 


(e) Pſal, Ixy * Jo 
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<« and watereſt it, thou greatly enricheſt it with 
& the. River of Gon, which is full of Water; 
_ © thou prepareſt them Corn, when thou haſt 10 
e provided for it: Thou watereſt the Ridges 
cc thereof abundantly, thou ſettleſt - the Furrows 
« thereof, thou makeſt it ſoft with Showers, thou 
cc bleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof, thou crowneſt the 
e Year with thy Goodneſs, and all thy Paths drop 
2 5 c Fatneſs ; they drop upon the Paſtures of the 
5 ce Wilderneſs, and the little Hills rejoice on every 
& Side; the Paſtures are cloathed with Flocks; 
c the Vallies alſo are covered over with Corn; 
WE, the ſhout for Joy, they alſo fing. 

2 8 Lonxp, how wonderful are thy Works! in 
« Wiſdom haſt thou made them all. The Earth 
e js full of thy Riches. So is the great and wide 
& Sea, wherein are creeping Things innumer- 

able, both ſmall and great Beaſts. There 
A the Ships, thoſe great Engines of Traffic 

Mx Commerce, whereby every Country is eaſiy 

| Furniſhed with the Productions of another. And 
4 indeed; it is a wonderful and aftoniſhing Contri- MI 
vance of Nature, that Men ſhould' be eaſily tranſ. WM 
| ſported to the remoteſt Places in ſuch floating WF 

FHouſes, and carried, ſo to ſpeak, upon the Wings M 

of the Wind; that 'the ould Þ- able to find out ! 

their Way in the wideſt Ocean and darkeſt Night, Wl 
by the Direction of a trembling Needle, and the 

unaccountable Influence of a ſorry Stone. (5) 
They that go down to the Sea in Ships, that do 

* Buſineſs in great Waters; theſe ſee the Works 
0 of the Lok b, and his Wonders in the Deep. 
: 4 « For he commandeth, and raiſeth the ſtormy 
„ Wind, which lüftet up the Waves thereof: 

4 They! mount up to the Heaven, . 80 down 


a 5 5 N So ; | Aa kad git * 


64 2gain 


v_ 


* ww n 9 3 


3 


ind” 85 and r the loweſt 


F PRALSE and THñA VRS, e. 11 
« gain to the Deep, their Soul is melted becauſe 
4 5 Trouble; they reel to and fro, and ſtagger 
« like a drunken Man, and are at their Wits End. 
« Then they cry unto the Loa p in their Trouble, . 
« and he bringeth them out of their Diſtreſſes: He 
« maketh the Storm a Calm, ſo that the Waves 
« thereof are ſtill. Then they are glad, becauſe” 
« they are quiet: So he bringeth them to their de- 
« fired Haven. O that Men,“ Sc. . 
But now we are fallen una wares from the Works 
of Creation to thoſe of Providence. Indeed it is 
hard to keep any exact Method in a Subject ſo co- 
pious, Where one Thing doth obtrude itſelf upon 
us, before we have done with another. Let us all 
call back our Thoughts to a more orderly Conſide- 
ration of that bountiful Providence which followeth ' 
us from Time to Time. We are infinitely in- 
lebted to the divine Goodneſs before we ſee the 
Light of the World. () He poureth us out as 
i Nuk, and curdleth us like Cheeſe. He cloaths 
« us with Skin and Fleſh, and fenceth us witn 
« Bones and Sinews. He granteth us Life and Fa- 
4 your, and his Viſitation preſerveth our Spirit.“ 
This is ſo entirely the Work of Gop, that the 
parents do not ſo much as underſtand how it is per- 
formed ;. for . who knoweth the Way of the Spi- 
4 rit,” how it cometh to enliven a Piece of Mat- 
ter, (or how the Bones do grow in the Womb of 
« her that is with Child? I (r) will praiſe thee,” 
faith the Pſalmiſt, “ for I am fearfully and wonder- 
« fully made; marvellous are thy Works, and 
* that my Soul knoweth right well, My Sub- 
© ſtance- was not hid from thee, when I was made 


"+ - 
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« Parts of the Earth. Thine Eyes did ſee my 
0 is) Job x. 10. $3 {&) Pſal. cxxxix. 14. 
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C Subftance, yet being imperfect, and in thy Bock 


<« were all my Members written, which in Con. 
« tinuance were faſhioned, when as yet there was 
cc none of them; How precious alſo are thy 
„ "Thoughts unto me, O Gop, how great is the 
<« Sum. of _ them !*? &c. Nine Months ordinarily 
pals in- the forming of this curious and wonderful 

iece, before it be expoſed to the View of the 
World; and then the Priſoner is releaſed from chat 
narrow Confinement, and the Mother and the 
+ Child are delivered together. The Mother © for. 


« getteth her Anguiſh and Pangs, ior Joy that a 


« Man-child is born into the World ;”” the poor 


Infant is naked and weak, ready to expire for Hun- 


ger and Cold, unable to do any Thing for itſelf but 
"weep and cry: But He that brought it into the 
World, hath already provided for its Suſtentation 
in it; the Mother's Breaſts are filled with a whole- 
ſome and delicious Liquor, which faileth not from 


Time to Time, but is inviſibly ſupplied, like the 
Widow of Sarepta's Oil, till the Child becomes 
* VV oo EE 

But it was not enough that Mothers ſhould be en- 
abled to ſuſtain their Tafants, unleſs they had been 


o powerfully inclined unto it; and therefore Gop 


hath implanted thoſe Bowels of Kindneſs and Com- 
paſſion, which prompts them to the moſt tender 
and affectionate Care, and makes them as ready to. 
help their Childrens* Neceſſities as their own; 
which though it do hardly deſerve the Name of a. 

_ -, Virtue, being common to them with the Brates, (5) - 
.- / for even the Sea-monſters draw out the Breaſt, | 
© and give ſuck to their Young * yet certainly it 


it is an Effect of the divine Wiſdom, that Infants 


may not want thoſe Succours which would never 


.) Lm. iv. 3. 


e w* have? 
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ve been ſo effectually ſecured to them by a. Law. 
Mean while the poor Infant is ſo weak, and ſo un- 
able to endure the leaſt Violence, and withal er- 
poſed to ſuch innumerable Dangers, that the Mo- 
er's Solicitude and Care would be to little Pur= 
poſe, if it were not preſerved by a higher and in- 
viible Power, which watcheth for its Safety, when 
the Mother and Nurſe are faſt aſleep, and keeps it 


2 
— 


from being overlaid. 


As we grow in Years, our Neceſſities multiply, 
and Dangers increaſe rather than diminiſh ; and we 
are ftill more and more obliged to Gop for the 
Supply, of the one, and our Preſervation from the 
other. We think, perhaps, we have now fet up + 
for ourſelves, and can provide what is neceſſary 
by our own Induſtry, and keep ourſelves out of 
arm's Way; but there cannot be a more fooliſh 


' and unreaſonable Thought; there needeth but a 


little Conſideration to undeceive us. All that we 
project and do for ourſelves, dependeth on the In- 
tegrity of our Faculties, and the Soundneſs of our 
Reaſon, . which is a Happineſs we can never ſecure ' 
unto ourſelves. * I choſe this Inſtance the rather, 
becauſe it is a Mercy invaluable in itſelf, and I fear 
rer ſeldom conſidered by us. O what an unſpeak- 
able Blefling it is, that we are preſeryed in our. 
right Wits, that we are not roaring in ſome Bed- 
lam, or running furiouſly up and down the Streets, 
nor have our Spirits ſunk into that Sillineſs or 
Stupidity, which would make every little Child to 
mock and deride us! Tt is poſſible enough that 

this ſhould befal the wifeſt and moſt fledfai of us 
all, A Stroke on the Head, a few more Degrees "A 

of Heat in the Blood, or Agitation of the vital, 
Spirits, were enough to do the Buſineſs ; ſo weak + 
ind mutable Creatures de ds ſmall is the Dif 
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fance betwixt a wiſe Man and a Fool. Next to the 
Uſe of our Reaſon, how much are we indebted to 
the divine Goodneſs for our Health and Welfare? 
"Theſe Bodies of ours are made up of ſo various 
Parts, and withal, ſo nice and delicate, that the 
leaſt Thing in the World is enough to entangle 
and diforder them. A Drop of Humour, or'a 
Grain of Sand, will ſometimes occaſion ſuch An- 
guiſh and Pain, as to render a Man inſenſible of 
All the Comforts he enjoyeth in the World: And 
they who underſtand.any thing of the human Body, 
will juſtly wonder that all the Parts are kept in 
order for an Hour, What a Mercy ought we 
therefore to account it, to find ourſelves in Health 
and Vigour no Aching in our Head, no Noiſom- 
neſs in our Stomach, no Feyer in the Blood, none 
of the Humours vitiated, none of thoſe; innumer- 
able Conduits broken which convey them; but all 
the Organs performing their proper Functions, 
and a ſprightly Vigour poſſeſſing every Part ! How 
much are we indebted to that Providence which 
_ preſerveth us from Falls and Bruiſes, and C keepeth. 
« all our Bones, ſo that none of them are broken; 
which watcheth over us when we are aſleep, and 
careth for us when we are not able to care for our- 
ſelves? What a Bleſſing is it to enjoy the Repoſe 
of the Night! that we are not wearied with end- 
leſs Toflings and Rollings, nor “ ſcared with 
« Dreams, and terrified with Viſions,” whereof 
holy Job complains; that we are protected from 
Fire and Violence; from evil Spirits, and from 
evil Men. © I will both lay me down in Peace, 
«'and ſleep, for thou, Loxp, makeſt me to dwell 
in Safety.” And what ſhall we ſay of our Food 
and Raiment, of our Houſes, and manifold Ac- 
commodations, of the Kindneſs of our N noun, 


7 


. 


C2 


F Pranzz and TranxServinc, ' Ig; 
aud the Love of our Friends, of all the Means of 
- our Subſiſtence, and all the Comforts of our Lives! 
We are made up as it were, of a great many ſeve- 
jal Pieces, have ſuch a Variety of Intereſts and 
Enjoyments concurring to our preſent” Happineſs,. 
that it is an unſpeakable Goodneſs which continueth 
[them all with us from Time to Time; that when 
we awake in the Morning, we ſhould find our 
Minds clear, our Bodies well, our Houſes: ſafe, all. 
our Friends in Health, and all our Intereſts ſecure. 
« He is a Wall of Fire about us, and about all that 
« we have, by Night and by Day; and his Mercies 
are new every Morning.“ I cannot ſtand: ta: 
"ſpeak of all thoſe more public Mercies, the Peace 
and Tranquillity of Kingdoms, and all the happy 
EffeQts of Society and Government: I ſhall only 
fay,: that it is a ſignal Inſtance of the divin Wil 


dom and Goodneſs in the Government of the World, 
that fuch a vaſt Number of Perſons, only acted by 


Sdf-love; ſhould all conſpire for the püblie In- 


% TY 


reſt, and:ſo-eminently advance one another's Wel- 
fire: Phat Magiſtrates ſhould ſo willingly -under- 
go the Trouble of Govefriment,. and that a heady 
and inconſiderate Multitude ſhould be commanded. 
and over-awed: by a ſingle Man; certainly it can 
be no other but that ſame Gop, „ who ſtilleth the 
_ & Noiſe-of the Waves, that can prevent ort com- 
poſe «the Tumults of. the People. 2 
Hitherto we have conſidered thoſe Inſtanees of 
the divine Bounty which relate to our temporal 
Concerns ;. but ſurely we were made for ſome higher 
and more excellent End than to paſs a few Months: 
or. Years in this Worlds to eat, drink, fleep,. and: 
die. Gon hath deſigned us for a more laſting and: 
durable” Life, and bath accordingly made greater: 
Proviſions for it: He taketh Care of our very Bo- 
r B. 2 | dic, 
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10 _ The Duty and Pleaſure 
dies, but hath an infinitely greater Regard to th 
' ſpiritual and immortal Subſtances whe 22 
breathed into us. And here, in all Reaſon, we 
' ought to begin with that great and fundamental 
Mercy, which is the Root and Spring of all his 
other Mercies towards the Souls of Men; I mean, 
the Incarnation, and the Death of his only begotten 
S80n. But alas ! where are thoſe Affections where. 
with that ſhould be ſpoken and heard? Our Dul- 
neſs makes me almoſt afraid to meddle with fo high 
a Theme; that the eternal Son of Gop, the Wiſ. 
dom of the Father, the Maker, and Lord of al} 
Things, ſhould clothe himſelf with the Infirmities 
of the human Nature, and come down from. the 
| Habitation of his Glory, and take up his Abode 
among the wretched and rebellious Children of 
Men, to reclaim them from their Wickedneſs and 
Folly, and reduce them to their Duty and their 
Happineſs ; that he ſhould have gone up and down 
in the World upwards of thirty Years, in Poverty, 
Affliction, and Contempt; doing Good, and ſuf- 
fering Evil, ſcattering Bleſſings, and enduring In- 
juries wherever he came; and at laſt, ſhould bave 
ielded up his Life in unſpeakable Anguiſn and 
Torment, to be a Propitiation for our Sins, Theſe 
are Matters which ought never to be ſpoken or 
heard, without loſing ourſelves, as it were, in a 
Rapture of Admiration, Gratitude, and Love. 
* 6 the Breadth, Length, Depth, and Heighth. of 
& that Love which paſſeth all Knowledge; which 
made Gop aſſume our Nature, that we might be- 


come Partakers of his} It is true, that all our 


bleſſed Saviour hath done and ſuffered, proveth in- 


effectual to the greateſt Part of Mankind; but fure | 


9 themſelves to blame: Gop hath both 
* faid and ſworn, that he hath no Pleaſure 5 oe 
LS ; | We « Dea 
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of PnatsE and Taanxsewme. 15 


« Death of Sinners, but would have them rather 
'« repent and live; and indeed, his Way of. deal- 
ing with them, doth ſufficiently declare the fame : 
ith what long-ſuffering Patience doth- he wait 
for their Repentance, what Pains doth he take to 
rechim them e.g} ST: | 
It is an aſtoniſhing Thing to conſider, what In- 
dgnities and Affronts are every Day done unto 
that infinite Majeſty by ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, and 
that he doth not avenge himſelf by their total Over- 
| throw; that they ſhould violate his Laws, and de- 
ſpiſe his Threatnings, and defy him, as it were, 
unto. his very Face; and yet he ſhould pity and 
them, and wait to be gracious unto them. 
Vere the Government of the World committed 
to the meekeſt Perſon on the Face of the Earth, 
he would never endure the Outrages which are 
committed againſt Heaven, but would preſently 
Joſe all his Patience, and turn the whole Frame 
into Ruin: But Gop is Love: „ His Thoughts 
u and Ways are not like thoſe of Men: But as 
« the Heavens are higher than the Earth, fo ate 
© his Thoughts Ways higher than ours.“ 
And when the obſtinate Wickedneſs of ſinful Cres- 
tures doth, as it were, force and extort Puniſa- 
ments from his Hands, what Reluctancy, what 
Unwillingneſs doth he expreſs to this Work? This 
range and unnatural Work, as he himſelf ſeems 
bo term it. How ſhall I give thee up, O E- 
& rain? How ſhall I give thee up! O that my 
« People had hearkened unto me: That Iſrael had 
* known my Ways! O Jeruſalem! O Jeruſa- © 
ent” Gf. ; RY 25 
| in, as Gop waiteth patiently for our Refor- 
nation, ſo he doth make uſe of many Methods and 
Means to bring us into it. He hath publiſhed the 
| br u = Fl Goſpel 
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Goſpel thrangh the World; aid brought down, 
| knowledge of it to our B in ſpfte of be 
Oppoſition of Devils and Men; he hath eſtabliſh- 
1 ed a Church, and appointed a whole Order of 
Mien, wWhoſe peculiar Calling and Bufinefs in the 
5 World is to take Care of Peoples Souls, to inſtruct 
1 "them in the Way to Heaten, and as “ ambaffädors 
1 in CRRIsT's Stead to beſeech them to be re. 
F conciled unto: Gon. Theſe: ate fome of his 
| "common Mercies ; but who can expreſs that Fa 
vour and Love which he ſleweth to his own, to 
thoſe bleſſed Perſons whom he chuſeth, and cauſeth 
to approach unto himſelf 3; when he reſcueth them 
{From tie Vanity of their Converfation, and «tha 
4 Pollution which is in the World: through Luft; 
when he Aouldeth their Souls unto a Conformity 
with himſelf, and ſtampeth his bleſſed Image upon 
__-them;. when he viſiteth them with his holy Spi 
zit, and filleth their Hearts with thoſe hidden Plex 
fures, which none. can underſtand: but tlioſe that 
feel them: „A Stranger intermeddleth not witt 
e their Joy.” And yet even thele are but the 
Earneſt of that great Felicity. for which. he hat! 
| 1 ;z * thoſe Joys that are at his Right» 
"© hand, thoſe-Pleaſures chat endure for evermore. 
« Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor can it 
« enter into the Heart of Man to*conceive what 
* Gon hath prepared for thoſe that love him: And 
it doth. not yet appear what we ſhall. be. Mean 
while, thoſe {mall and imperfect Diſcoveries which 
are made to us in the holy Scriptures” of that in 
. " conceivable Happineſs, are enough to overwheln 
us with. Admiration. and Wonder. Toe think that 
the bleſſed. Day is coming, when we hall be-looſet 
from theſe dull and lumpiſh Bodies, theſe Sinks © 
Corruption, Diſeaſes and Pains,” theſe Priſons 2 
e | |  $+Dungeo! 
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& with Robes of Light and Glory, ſhall get above 
che Clouds; and all theſe Storms 'and empeſts 
which are here below; and be carried into thoſe 


2 v.00” 


— 


and Joy, of Happineſs and Security ; when we 
ſhall come © -unto the innumerable Company o 

« Angels, and the general Aſſembly of the Church 
« of the Firſt-born, and to the Spirits of juſt Men 
« made perfect; and to Ixsvs the Mediator of the 
« New Covenant,“ there to behold the Glory of 


© & <> Fr ov 
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yen; to view and contemplate that infinite Power 
Goodneſs which exerteth both; nay, (t) © fo to 


4 Lok p, to be changed into the ſame Image from 


hpſes of the divine Goodneſs, and the conſtant Ex- 
preſſions of his Favour and Love; and to have our 
own Souls melted and diſſolved into the Flames of re- 
ciprocal Affection, and that Fire fed and nouriſhed 
by uninterrupted Enjoyments; in a Word, to be 
continually tranſported into Extaſies and Raptures, 
and ſwallowed up in the Embraces of eternal Sweet- 
neſs, and to be loſt as it were in the Source and 
Fountain of Happineſs and Bliſs! “ Lorp, (x) 
nl © what is Man that thou takeſt Knowledge of him? 
or the Son of Man, that thou makeſt ſuch 
4 Account of him? (y) What is Man, that thou 
4 ſhouldſt thus magnify him? And that thou 


(e) x John iii. 2. () 2 Cor. iv. 18. 
(* Pal. exliv. zz (9) Job vi. 27. 


hungeons of our heaven. born douls, and being eloath - 


kleſſed Regions of Calmneſs and Serenity, of Peace 


| Gop, and all the Splendor of the Court of Hea- 


which created the World, that unſearchable Wiſe 
dom which ordereth all Things, that unſpeakable 


« ſee Gop as to become like unto him. («) And 
« heholding with open Face the Glory of the 


“Glory to Glory.” To receive the continual II- 
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. his Goodneſs, and for his wonderful Works, 


20 he Duty and 2 Pugh, Ke. 


« ſhouldſi ſet thine Heart fo much upon him? 0 
<« that Men would therefore praiſe the Lokn f. 


<« the Children of Men! O give Thanks unto tl 


« Lox, for he is ood, for his Mercy enduretl 
« for ever. Bleſſed be the Name of. the Eogz 


« from this IM ime 3 and for Everyone, 
Auen. 
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